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COMMENTSONTHE PROPOSALFORCONSERVATIONOF PANOKEN
1816, ANDPANTHERAOKEN, 1816

^^^r*,

(see volume 22, pages 230-232)

By Philip Hershkovitz (Field Museum of Natural History,
Chicago, Illinois)

Morrison-Scott (B.Z.N. 22 : 230, 1965) requests conservation of the "generic"names Panthera and Pan from Oken's Lehrbuch der NaturgesM?e l^]\sh!dm6
ODiln'4 7%h"eT?r;'r^°"'^'^^'°" T ^^^'^^''^^I Nomenclalu'Je reSi^ inOpmion 4\l{hQ Lehrbuch for purposes of zoological nomenclature I have shown
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^^^^^Ol) that there is no need to revert to thS

OS ensibly cited trom Oken s Lehrbuch are available in well known and nomenclaturallvvalid publications. Two or three " Oken " names still current but SavaS vfrom binomial works clouded by questions of homonymy or priority may give^^^^^^^^^^to some zoologists. The International Commission on Lological N^ndatS^e canby use of Its plenary powers, validate such names from any nor^enclatuSlIy recoSsource^ Nevertheless, action should not be taken in cases where non Oken nam?s are
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Zoologists who publish taxonomic revisions, check lists, or catalogs of animalsassume full responsibi ity for each bibliographic reference they cite and for the Sxc!

S'nS ' X"ctT r'f 'f A?' '^''' "^'"^ '""'^ '''^^^'- Authors such as G. M.Allen (1939, A check list of African mammals , G. G. Simpson (1945 The Drinciolesof classification and a classification of mammals), and J. R Ellerma'n and T C SMornson-Scott(1951 Checklist ofPalaearcticandlndian mammasTvsStSl^gleaned names from Palmer (1904, Index generum mammalium) but cited them as ifcopied directly from Oken, 1816, are representing bad names for good and impredse ornon-existent bibliographic references for original and valid sources It is rZica thaizoologists who scorned the rules of nomenclature now apply to the InteSona
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of counterfeit names they favored andrejection of the appropriate and currently used bonafide names they disfavor.

- . .

" Panthera Oken, 1816"
in his proposal, Morrison-Scott states that conservation of Panthera for great cats

rnTnf ^^''^^''''l «/ ^^e name from Oken, 1816. He adds thai inasmuch^as fScolocolo the ascribed type of " Panthera Oken " is not a great cat, it is necessaiC odesignate another type, namely Felis pardus Linnaeus
necessary to
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-^^'^ ^'"''^"''- ^' e^iP'oyed by Oken, has nothing to do with hisPanthera and is not unequivocably the Linnaean Felis pardus Morrison-Sco t

Cuse thSfnS;" 'f'TT^'' ''""'K^
" P^"*h^^^ O"^^"' ^816 ", an'he cannobecause there is none. In short, Morrison-Scott requests validation of a name from a
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^°' P^'P^l"' of zoological nomenclature, cited from an Author who ne^er
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legalities and proprieties to one side, the claim that there is

bSfsSutiny'""""^
'' °^ °'''"' '^o'-"so"-Scott, or anyone else, does not

The most widely used name for great cats is Felis Linnaeus. This is the eenericname applied to a 1 North American cats, except lynxes, by Hall and Kelson (1959l'nThe mammals of North America." These authors treat " Panthera " of Frisch andOken as unavailable ". Cabrera (1958 : 298) in his authoritative " Catdlogo delosmamiferos de America del Sur ", employs Leo Brehm 1829 (Oken's Isis p 637) as thegeneric name for great cats. In his po sthumous monograph of Argentine caVs
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Cabrera (1962 : 162) categorically denies recognition to names proposed in works
officially rejected for purposes of zoological nomenclature irrespective of the facade of
legality they may subsequently receive. In my manuscript catalog of South American
mammals, Fells is the generic name used for most species of cats including the jaguar.

There is no intention or thought of recognizing " Panthera " under any guise.

Wide usage oi Panthera for great cats stems from Pocock (1916, Ann. Mag. Nat.
Hist., (8), 18 : 314). This authority believed that " since the tendency of modern
systematic mammalogy has found in the present instance expression in the admission of
many [!] species of leopard, lion, jaguar and tiger, it is possible, perhaps probable, that

the logical outcome of that process —namely, the ascription of generic rank to each of
these animals —will be followed in the future. If that be so, nominal symbols are

available for them." With these remarks, Pocock {loc. cit.) listed the following generic

names for great cats.

Panthera Oken, ex Allen, 1902 {Bull. Amer. Mus. Nat. Hist., 16 : 377), for the

leopard.

Tigris Oken, ex Palmer, 1904 (Index generum mammalium, N.A.F., 23 : 509), for the

tiger.

Leo Oken, ex Palmer, 1904 (op. cit., p. 368), for the lion.

Uncia Gray, 1854 (Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. (2), 14 : 394), for the ounce.
Jaguarius Severtzow, 1858 (Rev. Mag. Zool. (2), 10 : 386), for the jaguar.

Recognition of five genera of great cats persuaded Pocock to raise the group to

subfamily rank, the Pantherinae, primarily on the basis of a character of the hyoid
apparatus which now proves to be even more tenuous than has been generally supposed.
Other characters adduced for generic separation of great cats from small as typified by
Felis cat us Linnaeus, have not withstood critical review. Validation of Panthera as the

obligate generic name for great cats is neither indicated nor in the best interest of tax-

onomy or nomenclature.
It is urged that Morrison-Scott's application for conservation of " Panthera Oken,

1816 ", be rejected. The reasons are summarized as follows.

1. " Panthera Oken, 1816 " is an undigestible artifice. Current usage of the name
stems from Allen, 1902 (supra cit.) and Palmer, 1904 (supra cit.).

2. The most commonly used generic name for great cats is Felis Linnaeus.

3. There is no strong evidence that great cats typified by the leopard, Felis pardus
Linnaeus, are generically distinct from small cats typified by Felis catus

Linnaeus. Generic or subgeneric distinction between the two groups is,

however, recognized by some authorities (not merely authors or compilers).

Generic names, other than " Panthera ", for separating them are available

and in use.

4. The earliest available generic (or subgeneric) name for great cats is Leo Brehm,
1829 (supra cit.), type FeUs leo Linnaeus. Current and spreading usage of
this valid and uncontroversial name promotes stability, meets with no serious

objections and results in no confusion.

5. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature should not validate

a rejected name for which there is no need from a non-binomial work which
most zoologists cannot or will not in clear conscience accept on zoological or
nomenclatural grounds.

In conclusion, it is requested that the International Commission on Zoological

Nomenclature

(1) place the name " Panthera Oken ", cited by authors, on the Official List of
Rejected and Invalid Generic Names in Zoology;

(2) place the generic name Leo Brehm, 1829 (Oken's Isis, p. 637), on the Official

List of Generic Names in Zoology.

"Pan Oken, 1816"
Scientific names of primates are used by a very small number of zoologists. Few

anthropologists, primatologists, zookeepers, behaviorists, biomedical and biochemical

investigators and others using non-human primates in research or for display, are
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m£f them"'T'le n, W^V^'"" ""^ taxonomists. Scientific names of animals meanlittle to them. The rules of nomenclature mean even less. There is an urgent need toconvmce non-zoolog.sts and non-taxonomists of the importance of taxonomTcdiS
T^T. ^°k'

^"'^ '^' use of correct scientific names for experimental and displayTnima s

ShnCf n=fmr'\^'K'''"'^'''^
^'^^"'^ ^"'l complicated if workers are a kedTusetechnical names which are not valid according to our Code and which have beendeclared unavailable by special ruling of our Commission

The name ' Pan Oken, 1816", for the chimpanzee, has not been universallvadopted. It IS or would be rejected by the vast majority of zoo ogS s fam"liar wfth therules of nomenclature and the history of Oken's Lehrbuch. As noted most of thosewho work with chimpanzees are not accustomed to use scientific names for animals

^Sj^f^MK"""'"
^^"'"'^' ^'^^ '^^ P'P^^ °f P^n than with the Pan of Oken Thsmakes It all the more urgent to arouse the nomenclatural consciousness of those whous^e^chimpanzees in research with the valid and convincing generic n^m^ChlXpansee

Morrison-Scott's belief that the change from Pan to Chimpamee after eariier
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Nomenclatural changes have consistently moved toward stability by reiection of the
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Th^.history of such names as Callithrix Erxlebe^^ m? ver Ss
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Hoffmannsegg, 1807, versus Leontocebus wigner

m.n; ^Z Lesson, 840, Tamarin Gray, 1870 and others, prove the point Themany Oken names widely used during a 20-30 year span have all but disaDDeared
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'"•'• The attempt to salvage Pa/(and Lir/...a) seems to beTbeTa^ted and gratuitous rearguard action.
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contention that confusion would ensue should gorillas and chimpanzees be
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Pan troglodytes

versus

Chimpansee gorilla

Chimpansee troglodytes
I submit that the true identity of either chimpanzee or gorilla is less likelv to beconfused under the generic name Clnrr^pansee than under that of P««

^

Prima^i"n9f3"n^27r "'^pSr'n"^*" ^"'°T' l^^P^i""gly ^^-atic, "A review of the
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Elliott s source for the name was, of course. Palmer (1 904

irtjr^/'"'""' "'ff
'"«/'"'". P- 508). Very little survives of Elliott's contributions Toprimatology and there is no good reason for clinging to his usage of " Pan Oken"'

requestedTo
'°"' International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is

(1) reject Morrison-Scott's application for conservation of " Pan Oken "
(2) place the name "Pan Oken ", cited by authors, and the sales catalog name

Theranthropus Brookes, 1828 (A catalogue of the anatomical and zoologicalmuseum of Joshua Brookes, Esq., F.R.S., F.L.S., etc., p 48) on the Official
Index of Rejected and Invalid Generic N^mes in Zoology

(3) place the generic name Chimpansee Voigt, 1831 (Cuvier's Das Thierreich 1 • 76)
type, Sinna troglodytes Blumenbach, by monotypy, on the Official' List ofGeneric Names in Zoology.

By Fernando Dias de Avila-Pires {Museu Nacional, Rio de Janeiro, Brasil)

OkinTl'', and P.XrOken? lite'"''''''''
^^"'^^'°" °' ^^^ ^^"^^ —̂-

nnmw^"f°^
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pubhshed in It would contribute at all to make nomenclature stableTheoretically we could have one book in the "index" as non-valid, but vvith themajority or the totahty of its names validated.


